
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMON COUNCIL 

Rouss City Hall 

15 North Cameron Street 

Winchester, VA  22601 

540-667-1815 

TDD 540-722-0782 

www.ci.winchester.va.us 

I, Kari J. Van Diest, Deputy Clerk of the Common Council, hereby certify on this 16
th
 day of September, 

2013, that the following Ordinance is a true and exact copy of one and the same adopted by the Common 

Council of the City of Winchester, assembled in regular session on the 10
th
 day of September 2013. 

 

 

AN ORDIANCE TO REPEAL SECTION 26-7 OF THE WINCHESTER CITY CODE 

WHICH WOULD ELIMINATE THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE PROPERTY OWNER 

OR OCCUPIER TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF THE PUBLIC 

SIDEWALK ADJACENT TO THEIR PROPERTY 

 
WHEREAS, Section 26-7 of the City Code specifies that the property owner or occupier is 

responsible for the physical maintenance of the public sidewalk adjacent to their property; and  

 

WHEREAS, this section of City Code has proven to be impractical and it is the desire of 

City Council for the City to be responsible for the maintenance of all public sidewalks, with the 

exception of snow and ice removal. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that Sections 26-7 of the Winchester City Code 

is hereby repealed in its entirety and re-enacted to read as follows: 

 

SECTION 26-7.  PAVING, REPAVING, AND REPAIRING SIDEWALKS ON EXISTING 

STREETS. REPEALED. 

 

(a) Every owner or occupier of lots or parts of lots abutting on existing streets in the city shall 

cause the existing sidewalks and driveway entrances to be paved, repaved, or repaired at the 

expense of such owner or occupier. 

(b) The public works department shall notify the owners or occupiers of lots or parts of lots 

abutting on existing streets to pave, repave, or repair the sidewalks when required.  Such 

notice shall be by registered or certified letter sent to such owner or occupier at his last 

known address or served by a member of the police department.  If, after diligent inquiry, no 

address can be found for such owner, such letter shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the 

property. 

(c) In the event an owner or occupier or either of them shall neglect or refuse to pave, repave, or 

repair the sidewalk when required pursuant to this section, the council may have such 

sidewalk paved, repaved, or repaired and recover the expenses therefor before the general 

district court or the circuit court, and in all cases where a tenant is required to pave in front of 

the property used in  his occupation, the expenses of the paving so done shall be a good offset 

against so much of the rent as he shall have paid toward such paving, but no tenant may owe 

at the time of the commencement of such work or as may become due to the end of his 

tenancy. 



(d) No owner or occupier of a lot or lots in front of which paving has been laid shall be required 

to repave or repair such sidewalk, in whole or in part, at his own expense more often than 

once in five (5) years; provided, further, that the expense for such paving; repaving, and 

repairing shall not be in excess of the peculiar benefits resulting therefrom to such abutting 

land. (Code 1959, §22-21.3; Ord. of 6-14-78) 

(e) Curb ramps shall be constructed at intersections for use of handicapped persons.  No ramps 

shall be required for curbs in place on January 1, 1975; however, ramps shall be required on 

all replacement of such curbs adjoin sidewalks at intersections leading to crosswalks.  Such 

ramps shall comply with the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Road and Bridge 

Standards.  This section shall not apply where finalized plans for replacement of curbs had 

been advertised for bid, contracts awarded, and work commenced prior to June 30, 1975.  

(Ord. No. 042-95, 9-12-95) 

 
Ordinance No. 2013-23 
 

ADOPTED by the Common Council of the City of Winchester on the 10
th

 of September, 2013. 

 

Witness my hand and the seal of the City of Winchester, Virginia. 

 

 

 

       

Kari J. Van Diest, CMC 

       Deputy Clerk of the Common Council 

 

 

  

  

 


